2026 THEME– “GOD IS IN THE MIDST OF US’
By Pastor Claudia
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Sunday: January 11, 2026
TOPIC: “God Is In The Midst of Us”
Memory Verse: 17 The LORD thy God in the midst of thee is mighty; he will save, he will rejoice over thee with joy; “ Zephaniah 3:17a 
Scripture References: 1 Kings 18: 1 – 20, 38, 45 / 1 Kings 19

In the narrative of  1 King, we meet four key figures whose lives collide at a moment of national, spiritual, and personal crisis: Ahab, Jezebel, Elijah, and Obadiah. Ahab was king, but Scripture makes it clear—he lacked moral and spiritual backbone. Jezebel, his wife, was a Phoenician queen who brought Baal worship into Israel and aggressively opposed the worship of the true God. Obadiah, serving in Ahab’s house, feared the Lord and quietly protected God’s prophets, showing us that faith can survive even inside corrupt systems. And then there’s Elijah—the prophet of fire, bold faith, and public confrontation—who stood alone against a compromised nation.
After God’s dramatic victory on Mount Carmel, where fire fell and Baal was exposed as powerless, Jezebel issued a threat against Elijah’s life. What’s important here is this: Elijah didn’t run because of what Jezebel said—he ran because of what he saw. He saw her power, saw her past violence, saw her influence, and his imagination filled in the rest. Jezebel in Scripture represents a spirit of control, manipulation, and resistance to God’s authority, not a hairstyle, not lipstick, and certainly not womanhood.
Elijah ran—yes, the same Elijah who called down fire. And God met him not with condemnation, but with care. God allowed Elijah to witness wind, fire, and earthquake—spectacular manifestations—but Scripture says God was not in any of them. Then came what the Bible calls a still small voice. Two words matter there: still and small. That means God does not always speak loudly, dramatically, or the same way every time. Sometimes God whispers. Sometimes He nudges. Sometimes He speaks through quiet conviction. Sometimes, he’ll give you a thought. And if you’re only listening for thunder, you’ll miss God in the whisper.
Here’s the lesson: you must stay listening, because God is yet speaking. Fear can distort what we hear, but intimacy sharpens our discernment. Elijah learned that God is not limited to one mode of communication. And neither are we. If God spoke before, He will speak again—but maybe not the same way. So stay attentive. Stay humble. Stay listening.
Just because God didn’t show up when you wanted Him to, and just because He didn’t answer your prayer the way you wanted Him to, does not mean God was absent. It does not mean He was silent. And it surely does not mean He was done with you.. The same God who answers quickly in one season may answer quietly in another—but He is still the same faithful God.
Sometimes God delays not to deny you, but to develop you. Sometimes He answers differently because He sees what you cannot see. You asked for removal, but God said, “I’ll give you endurance.” You asked for rescue, but God said, “I’ll give you revelation.” And if we’re honest, there are moments when God didn’t change the situation—He changed us in the middle of it. So don’t give up because heaven didn’t move on your schedule. Trust that God is still working, still speaking, still moving—even when the answer doesn’t look like what you prayed for.
God spoke in previous scripture by:
· Fire
· Wind
· Earthquake  
In this passage, God speaks to Elijah quietly and at a low volume. Quite your world. Stop the noise, stop going in circles, listen, listen, God is speaking. 
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